
   

 

10th Anniversary Gala 
&  

Award Ceremony 

Iranian American Lawyers Association 

Welcomes you to the 

The first lawyer’s association of Iranian American attorneys in the U.S. - Established in 1994 

Iranian American Lawyers Association 



 2 

 

IALA President’s Message 
 
 
The path into and through the next decade 
 

 
 
A generation later,  the Iranian American community is proud to have established relationships with 
successful individuals,  in all industries, including  chip and technology industries such as Ebay, sci-
entists at NASA and several others who serve as scholars and professors of universities.  In all my 
years as a practicing attorney, partnering in law firms and serving on various boards of directors, I 
have come across a few pointers which I thought would help mark the pathway into the future of our 
organization. 
 
Contrary to the common myth, I have learned that most leaders are developed through personal ex-
perience and are not just born great leaders.  I have also learned that to be most effective, we must 
continually evaluate  issues at hand and strive to be multi-cultural  in planning and implementing 
the association’s future plans. 
 
To be an efficient and effective association, we must develop leadership networking and identify 
common tasks  while incorporating multi-cultural and multi-sector parts in events.  We should also 
be enthusiastic while motivating others ”to step up to the plate” while being open to new ideas and 
adaptive to changes. 
 
Furthermore, it is also as important to learn to work with other leaders and associations and to be 
aware of when to lead and when to follow.  We should always remember that we are representing a 
group and its interests and not any individual idea, interest or agenda.  We should always expand on 
on developing abilities to manage and resolve conflicts. 
 
Effective leadership for an association is more than accomplishments.  One must show up, build and 
develop relationships, motivate others, foster team work, value diversity, build trust and lead by   
example. 
 
We should fully explore our self actualized power, positional power and coalitional power to achieve 
the best for the association.  We should not forget that most leaders are risk takers and the effective 
ones don’t follow a path, but create their own path to be followed. 
 
Last but not least, when it is all said and done, and after the minority and the majority has had their 
say and the issues are stalled, we will know where and when  democracy spins and leadership ought 
to start. Lets keep the wheels of democracy pushing forward. 
 
P. Patrick Ashouri, Esq. President 
Iranian American Lawyers Association 
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IALA’s 10th Anniversary program: 
 
7:00 pm - Reception 
8:00 pm - President’s Welcome 
8:15 pm - The State Bar of California President, John Van de Kamp 
   - Honorable Bruce J. Einhorn 
   - CNN Senior VP, Parisa Khosravi 
   - President Elect’s Message 
9:30 pm - Dinner 
10:00pm- Entertainment 

 
 

 
Former state Attorney General John K. Van de Kamp of Los Angeles is the 80th president of the 
State Bar of California.  Last year as a vice president of the bar's Board of Governors, Van de 

Kamp chaired the Regulation, Admissions and Discipline Committee and led a successful effort to 
expand the operating hours of the State Bar's discipline consumer hotline. 

John Van de Kamp is of counsel at the Los Angeles offices of Dewey Ballantine LLP.  

We are honored to have as our speakers 
the State Bar of California's President,  

John Van de Kamp 

Parisa Khosravi, Senior Vice President  
and Managing Editor,  

International News gathering of CNN 

 Parisa Khosravi is a senior vice president for the CNN News Group, charged with over-
seeing all international coverage and newsgathering resources, including the network’s interna-
tional bureaus.  Based in CNN’s world headquarters in Atlanta, Khosravi reports to Eason Jor-

dan, chief news executive and president of Newsgathering for the CNN News Group. 
 

Named as senior vice president in January 2001, Khosravi was vice president and managing 
editor of international news coverage from 1999-2001, and previously served as deputy managing 
editor and director of coverage on the international assignment desk.  Before that, Khosravi was 

senior international editor for CNN from 1994-1995.  She joined the international assignment 
desk as an assistant editor in 1988 and was promoted to assignment editor in 1989.  She began 

her career with CNN as a video journalist in 1987. 
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IALA’s Recognitions 
 

Multi-Cultural Pro Bono, Civil and Immigrant Rights Advocacy  
 
 
 

  
Advancing the Rights of Immigrants and 
Refugees in Los Angeles Since 1986  

CHIRLA works to advance the human and  civil rights of immigrants 
and refugees and to foster an environment of positive human and com-
munity relations in our society. 

Greg Simons 
Executive Director 
 
 
 

South Asian Network 
   
The South Asian Network (SAN) is a community-based non-profit organization dedicated to 
promoting the health and empowerment of people of South Asian origin living in southern 
California. SAN was founded in 1990 to fill a critical service gap in the South Asian Com-
munity, which traditionally has been underserved by public interest organizations, even by 
those focused on the Asian community. Together, staff and volunteers have established the 
only staffed agency in Southern California serving South Asians and have created a multilin-
gual, culturally appropriate program of direct service, community education and advocacy in 
four areas: immigration, public health, domestic violence and hate crime/discrimination 
 
Hamid Khan 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
Ban Al-Wardi, Esq. 
Director, Los Angeles/Orange County 
ADC is a grassroots civil rights organization which welcomes 
people of all backgrounds, faiths and ethnicities as members. 
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IALA’s History 
Iranian American Lawyers Association, the first 
lawyer’s association of Iranian American attorneys 
in the U.S.,  is a  non-profit organization formed in 
California in 1994 and based in Los Angeles since. 
 
Our members have been admitted attorneys, law 
students and Honorable Bench Officers.  We con-

tinue to offer various programs 
(radio broadcasts and call-in 
Q&A law days, radio announce-
ments of deadlines, radio inter-
views, press releases) in inform-
ing the Iranian American com-
munity of significant legal issues.   
 

We promote equal access to Justice and encourage 
pro-bono representation as well as provide a net-
working forum for our members, conducting various 
events (mentor program for newly admitted lawyers, 
CLE programs and general social mixers and our 
annual dinner Gala).  We are exclusively supported 
by our membership dues and event sponsorships.  

Mission Statement 
Portion of the Association’s Articles: 
1. To maintain the honor and integrity of 
the legal profession. 
2. To promote and maintain the sound ad-
ministration of independent justice. 
3. To encourage discussion of legal matters 
or issues, to promote mutual aid among its 
members. 
4. To further equal opportunity and justice 
for the members of the legal profession and 
to provide an organization for collective ac-
tion. 
5. To advance and preserve the integrity of 
the Iranian American lawyers within the 
community. 
6. To promote the legal education and gen-
eral understanding of the legal system within 
the Iranian community. 
7. This association shall not participate in 
partisan politics nor recommend any person 
for any political office other than a judicial 
office. 

 
IALA’s  

General meeting in 1994 

Honorable  
Judge Shahla Sabet  
at IALA meeting in 

1995 
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Community responses to IALA  
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Some of IALA’s pro bono activities 
 

 

4 hour Radio Law Day Program 
Sunday May 23, 2004  
Attorney Participants 
 

•Michael  Sabzevar 
•Frank Hakim 
•Nick Ebrahimian 
•Mike Manesh 

•Tabi Katouzi 
•P.Patrick Ashouri 
•Padideh Jafari 
•Sousan Alemansour 
•Steve Seppasi 
•Ardy Kiarash 
•Alaleh Kamran 
•Sean Tabibian 

 
 

Ares covered 
 

Family Law 
Labor Law 

Worker's Compensation 
Estate Planning 

Criminal Defense & traf-
fic appeals 

3 hour Radio Law Day Program 
Sunday June 20, 2004    
Attorney Participants 

 
•Michael  Sabzevar 
•Roxana Soltani 
•Frank Hakim 

•Mike Manesh 
•Tabi Katouzi 
•P.Patrick Ashouri 
•Steve Seppasi  
•Zohreh Mizrahi 
•Haleh Mansouri 
•Ali Golchin  

 
 

Ares covered 
Immigration 
Labor Law 

Worker's Compensation 
Estate Planning 

Medical Planning 

IALA’s CLE Event 
July 22, 2004 

Speaker, Thomas Girardi, Esq. 
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IALA’s RADIO PUBLIC SERVICE 
PROGRAM TRANSCRIPT 

 
In an hour long radio program, an interview hosted and translated  at KRSI radio on Sat-
urday April 24, 2004, guests Jane Arellano, District Director CIS  (L.A.) and P. Patrick 
Ashouri, Esq., President of Iranian American Lawyers Association  discussed the imple-
mentation of Info Pass services of the Department of Homeland Security, Citizenship and 
Immigration Services and other issues, the transcript of a brief part of the program re-
garding unauthorized or illegal practices is provided below. 
 
Q. P. Patrick Ashouri:  Director Arellano, as the President of the Iranian American Lawyers 

Association and our association, just like any other lawyer, law or Bar association has always continued 
to encourage, acknowledge and appreciate members who are all licensed State or Federal attorneys to 
continue their competent representation of their clients in immigration.  We have always promoted and 
encouraged their [attorneys] community information participation and we appreciate those who do that.  
A question that comes up and has come up quite often is that in light of some irreversible consequences 
in filling out an application that could be perhaps unintentional or sometimes negligent, by completing, 
submitting petitions, applications, the appropriate attachments, what advise would you have for an ap-
plicant out there who is trying to get assistance of somebody other than themselves in preparing their 
paper work for the Immigration Services [CIS]? 

A. Director Arellano:  I would caution anybody who is seeking assistance in making an appli-
cation to CIS to insure and be sure that they are dealing with some one who is competent, a licensed 
individual who has got the knowledge and ability to properly advise this individual and the unauthor-
ized practice of law is something that we discourage and speaking to community based organizations, 
we also caution them.  If you are not attorneys, you can not give advice.  We do not give advice, Immi-
gration Officers are not authorized to give advice, we give information only so anybody who has even a 
simple, but also a very complex case should seek competent legal advice from a licensed practitioner. 

Q. P. Patrick Ashouri :  Another question Director Arellano that has surfaced and has been mentioned 
by the practitioners and the Bar, is that when an applicant is harmed financially and the family harmony 
is placed at risk because an immigration status is in jeopardy because wrong or incomplete or some-
times never filed applications or petitions are the case, what steps, safeguards or levels of cooperation 
does the Service [CIS] have with other law enforcement agencies, Federal, County or State to investi-
gate, charge and prosecute public fraud, theft or unauthorized practice of law against those who have 
conducted themselves accordingly? 

A. Director Arellano:  Well, I wanted to make sure that we let you know that we are the Service side of 
the Department of Homeland Security, CIS.  We do have our counterpart in the enforcement side, Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement, (ICE), we stay in touch with them on a daily basis, they still investi-
gate into fraud and any kind of unauthorized practice of law could be reported to the ICE component.  
They too are in touch with Local, County and Consumer Affair’s Department and together we have 
cooperation with them.  If we get the report at CIS, we are going to turn it over to them [ICE].  We also 
have a contact at the county of Los Angeles, who will take up and make an inquiry into the type of prac-
tices that has been going on. 

Q. P. Patrick Ashouri : So the ramifications one could summarize, could have some criminal prosecu-
tion consequences for those who are breaking the law and not being licensed nor authorized and causing 
losses to applicants by form of fraud? 

A. Director Arellano:  Absolutely. 
Q. P. Patrick Ashouri : Thank you. 
 


